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“The Cup of Freedom” is the title of the series for the whole Easter season. It is
based on some verses from Psalm 116 that uses the term, The cup of salvation: “What
shall | return to the Lord for all his goodness to me? | will lift up the cup of salvation and
call on the name of the Lord.” The salvation we received from the resurrection is our
freedom.

We take freedom very seriously in this country. Both conservatives and progressives
have a reverence for rights and freedoms, especially those built into the United States
Constitution. We have the right to freedom of religion, the right of free speech, freedom
to bear arms, freedom from unreasonable search and seizure, and the list goes on. We
put a lot of emphasis on rights and freedoms since the inception of this country and
continue to cherish them today.

Many years ago when | was an undergraduate, | took a course in psychology, and |
learned a bit about freedom from versus freedom to. | no longer recall the books and
authors or any direct quotes from that class, but that part of the teaching stuck with me.
There is an important difference between freedom from something and freedom to
something, but both are important. | think of that whenever | read that passage from the
Acts of the Apostles.

Luke tells us in Acts 4 that the Apostles were witnessing to the powerful works of
Christ Jesus to the world. They had been given the power of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, which we will talk about more after the end of this season. This power and
their personal witness created almost a lack of freedom—that is, they could not help but
talk to all who would listen. Some people were eager to hear this good news. Others
were reluctant to hear it—either they couldn’t believe it, or they felt called to protect the
Jewish legacy that called people to honor only God. The concept of one Triune God was
unknown, and probably unthinkable to many, so please don’t judge the council
members too harshly. Theologian Carlos Cardoza-Orlandi wrote, “A superficial reading
of the text might lead a reader to hold Jews responsible for the death of Jesus and only
further anti-Semitism... A detailed reading of the text shows that the people, in this case
mostly Jews, were listening to the apostles, and some were following their footsteps.”
This is attested by the fact that more believers were added to their numbers every day.
No wonder they could not stop testifying. Eventually, believers testimony gave birth to
the Christian church and changed the world.

Today’s gospel lesson tells us of Christ’s appearance the first evening following the
resurrection. That first Easter evening, the disciples were locked inside in fear when
Jesus walked in a breathed on them. “Breathe on Me, Breath of God,” indeed! For me,
the most beautiful part of this scene is as Jesus stands among his astonished disciples,
he says to them, “Peace. Peace be with you.” It is so very descriptive of the love Jesus
has for all of us. No matter what we are going through, Jesus gives us peace. Jesus
had tried—almost in vain—to prepare his disciples for what would happen to him. Not
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only could they not believe Jesus would suffer and then be killed, they argued with him
and said it would never happen, (see Matthew 16: 21-24). John’s Gospel records five
full chapters that scholars have labelled “Jesus’ Farewell Discourse.” This discourse
was Jesus’ attempt to prepare his disciples for what was coming. Even the raising of
Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter couldn’t convince them that what he was saying was true.
They knew Jesus as the anointed one—the Christ— but they had a very different idea
of what that meant. How comforting it must have been for them to hear Jesus’ words,
“Peace. Peace be with you.”

Because he wasn’t there that evening, Thomas, previously known as Didymus, or
“the twin,” was renamed “doubting Thomas.” Not in the scriptures, perhaps, but certainly
by centuries of tradition in the Christian church. The disciples told Thomas what they
witnessed while he was elsewhere, but Thomas was not about to rely on hearsay
evidence. He needed empirical evidence in order to believe. Some people have come to
understand Jesus’ blessing on those who come to faith without seeing as a statement
against doubt, as if doubt has no part in a true disciples faith journey. | don’t believe that
is true. Who has absolutely no doubts? The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us
“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. ... By faith
we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen
was made from things that are not visible,” (Hebrews 11: 1 & 3). We have no proof of
the beliefs we hold in faith, because proof is the opposite of faith. However, we can
believe without empirical evidence, because, unlike Thomas, we have scripture and
2000 years of Church tradition to rely on.

Scripture and tradition are two of four “legs” of the way Wesleyan theology leads us
to discover the truth of our faith. The other two are reason and experience. So here are
my questions to you: How have you witnessed the power of the resurrection? What has
your faith shown you that has effected a profound change in your life?

Witnessing a life-changing event means sharing the story. If Jesus has touched your
life, you have become something new. So share your story. It is simple, but it is not
easy. You have freedom from the powerful Sanhedrin who ordered those apostles to
stop witnessing to their faith, and you have freedom to share your story of faith with
others. So, how can we keep from singing?

Thanks be to God.



Libertad para Cantar Hechos 5:27-32
Segundo Domingo de Pascua Juan 20:19-31
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“La Copa de la Libertad” es el titulo de la serie para toda la temporada de Pascua. Se
basa en algunos versiculos del Salmo 116 que usan el término “La copa de la
salvacidon”: “; Qué pagaré al Sefior por todo su bien para conmigo? Alzaré la copa de la
salvacién e invocaré el nombre del Sefior”. La salvacién que recibimos de la
resurreccion es nuestra libertad.

En este pais, nos tomamos la libertad muy en serio. Tanto conservadores como
progresistas respetamos los derechos y las libertades, especialmente los consagrados
en la Constitucion de los Estados Unidos. Tenemos derecho a la libertad de religion, a
la libertad de expresidn, a portar armas, a no ser objeto de registros e incautaciones
irrazonables, y la lista continua. Desde la fundacion de este pais, hemos puesto mucho
énfasis en los derechos y las libertades y seguimos valorandolos hoy. Hace muchos
anos, cuando era estudiante universitario, tomé un curso de psicologia y aprendi un
poco sobre la libertad de versus la libertad para. Ya no recuerdo los libros ni los autores
ni ninguna cita directa de esa clase, pero esa parte de la ensefianza me quedo
grabada. Hay una diferencia importante entre la libertad de algo y la libertad para algo,
pero ambas son importantes. Pienso en eso cada vez que leo ese pasaje de los
Hechos de los Apoéstoles.

Lucas nos dice en Hechos 4 que los ap6stoles daban testimonio de las obras
poderosas de Cristo Jesus al mundo. Habian recibido el poder del Espiritu Santo en
Pentecostés, del que hablaremos mas al final de este tiempo. Este poder y su
testimonio personal crearon casi una falta de libertad; es decir, no podian evitar hablar
con todo el que quisiera escuchar. Algunos ansiaban escuchar esta buena noticia.
Otros se resistian a escucharla; o no podian creerla, o se sentian llamados a proteger
el legado judio que llamaba a las personas a honrar solo a Dios. El concepto de un
Dios Trino era desconocido, y probablemente impensable para muchos, asi que por
favor no juzguen a los miembros del concilio con demasiada dureza. El teblogo Carlos
Cardoza-Orlandi escribié: «Una lectura superficial del texto podria llevar al lector a
responsabilizar a los judios de la muerte de JesUs y solo a fomentar el antisemitismo...
Una lectura detallada del texto muestra que el pueblo, en este caso mayoritariamente
judio, escuchaba a los apostoles, y algunos seguian sus pasos». Esto se atestigua por
el hecho de que cada dia se sumaban mas creyentes. No es de extranar que no
pudieran dejar de testificar. Con el tiempo, el testimonio de los creyentes dio origen a la
iglesia cristiana y cambid el mundo.

El evangelio de hoy nos habla de la aparicion de Cristo la primera noche después de
la resurreccion. Aquella primera noche de Pascua, los discipulos estaban encerrados
por el miedo cuando Jesus entr6 y sopl6 sobre ellos. "jSopla sobre mi, Aliento de
Dios!", jen efecto! Para mi, la parte mas hermosa de esta escena es cuando Jesus, de
pie entre sus discipulos asombrados, les dice: "Paz. La paz sea con ustedes". Es una
descripcion muy clara del amor que Jesus tiene por todos nosotros. No importa lo que
estemos pasando, Jesus nos da paz. Jesus habia intentado, casi en vano, preparar a
sus discipulos para lo que le sucederia. No solo no podian creer que Jesus sufriria y
luego seria asesinado, sino que discutieron con él y le dijeron que eso nunca sucederia



(véase Mateo 16:21-24). El Evangelio de Juan registra cinco capitulos completos que
los eruditos han denominado "El discurso de despedida de Jesus". Este discurso fue el
intento de Jesus de preparar a sus discipulos para lo que se avecinaba. Ni siquiera la
resurreccion de Lazaro y la hija de Jairo pudo convencerlos de la verdad de lo que
decia. Conocian a Jesus como el ungido, el Cristo, pero tenian una idea muy diferente
de lo que significaba. Qué reconfortante debid ser para ellos escuchar las palabras de
Jesus: «Paz. La paz sea con ustedes».

Como no estaba alli esa noche, Tomés, antes conocido como Didimo o «el gemelo»,
paso a llamarse «Tomas el incrédulo». Quizas no en las Escrituras, pero si por siglos
de tradicién en la iglesia cristiana. Los discipulos le contaron a Tomas lo que
presenciaron mientras él estaba en otro lugar, pero Tomas no iba a confiar en rumores.
Necesitaba evidencia empirica para creer. Algunos han llegado a entender la bendicion
de Jesus sobre quienes llegan a la fe sin verla como una declaracidén contra la duda,
como si la duda no tuviera cabida en el camino de fe de un verdadero discipulo. No
creo que sea cierto. ¢ Quién no tiene ninguna duda? El autor de la Epistola a los
Hebreos nos dice: «La fe es la certeza de lo que se espera, la conviccién de lo que no
se ve... Por la fe entendemos haber sido creado el universo por la palabra de Dios, de
modo que lo que se ve fue hecho de lo invisible» (Hebreos 11:1 y 3). No tenemos
pruebas de las creencias que sostenemos por fe, porque las pruebas son lo opuesto a
la fe. Sin embargo, podemos creer sin evidencia empirica, porque, a diferencia de
Tomas, tenemos las Escrituras y 2000 afios de tradicion de la Iglesia en los que
apoyarnos.

Las Escrituras y la tradicién son dos de los cuatro pilares del camino que la teologia
wesleyana nos lleva a descubrir la verdad de nuestra fe. Los otros dos son larazény la
experiencia. Asi que aqui estan mis preguntas: ; Como has presenciado el poder de la
resurreccion? ;Qué te ha mostrado tu fe que ha producido un cambio profundo en tu
vida?

Presenciar un evento que cambia la vida significa compartir la historia. Si Jesus ha
tocado tu vida, te has convertido en algo nuevo. Asi que comparte tu historia. Es
sencillo, pero no es facil. Eres libre del poderoso Sanedrin que ordené a los apdstoles
que dejaran de dar testimonio de su fe, y tienes la libertad de compartir tu historia de fe
con los demas. Entonces, cdmo podemos dejar de cantar?

Gracias a Dios.



