Out of Their Abundance Hebrews 9: 24-28
November 10, 2024 Mark 12: 38-44
25th Sunday after Pentecost Rev. Anne Schlesinger

November is traditionally stewardship month, when many churches ask members and
constituents to consider planning their pledge for the upcoming year so church finance
committees can start making a budget to plan the ministries to be successful. What a perfect
time of year to hear the Gospel lesson for today! But | believe that when Jesus remarked about
the widow’s contribution to the Temple treasury, he was not talking merely about supporting
priests and a place of worship. Neither was he speaking of the great faith that inspired a poor
woman to give sacrificially. Jesus clearly compared the difference between her giving and that of
the “legal experts” who give out of show so they can be more honored in society.

In her book, Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith, Kathleen Norris points out that God’s
wrath is directed against anyone who values wealth at the expense of the most vulnerable
people, such as orphans, widows, immigrants and the poor. Jesus noticed those often
overlooked in his society while looking down at anyone in power who acted generously for
appearance sake. His comments were a lament about a broken system that valued status and
riches over relationships.

Throughout much of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is presented a mighty miracle worker, but here in
the twelfth chapter, the focus turns to his teaching. The chapter began with Jesus’ parable of the
vineyard. This parable angered the Pharisees who wanted to arrest him because he spoke
against them. They began to test Jesus, to see if they could trip him up. Jesus spoke of paying
taxes to Caesar, resurrection and the most important commandment. Finally he answered them
about the Messiah being David’s son. The verse before the pericope we heard this morning
says, “The large crowd listened to him with delight.” Discipleship Ministries asks, “One wonders
about the source of that delight. Were they simply happy to see the power holders get their
comeuppance? Or is there something else there? Was their delight growing out of the
affirmation that their suspicion that they had been sold a bill of goods as to what makes a good
life was right after all? Was Jesus turning everything they had been taught about how to get
ahead in this life upside down and it resonated deeply with them?”1 God does not call us to do
without necessities, or to not provide for our children or our retirement. But God does judge us
for lavish lifestyles, especially if we fail to help those in need. In his sermon “The Use of Money,”
John Wesley wrote, “The love of money,” we know, ‘is the root of all evil; but not the thing itself.
The fault does not lie in the money, but in them that use it... [All ought to] gain all you can...save
all you can...and then give all you can.”2 Of course, Mr. Wesley’s sermons were about two
hours long, so there were many details and admonitions left out of this quote. But Wesley’s
intent was to teach people that Christians of good character should be gainfully employed at a
job that did not cause anyone else’s harm, earning as much as possible through hard work.3
This money should be saved, but by that he did not mean putting it in the bank. He meant
economizing by not spending more on ourselves than necessary for a modest life without
wasting resources on what is fashionable or frivolous. And finally, he taught methodical

1 Derek Weber. “Out of Their Abundance.” Source: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/
truth-telling/twenty-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes

2 John Wesley. Sermon 50 "Use Of Money" in The Works of John Wesley, ed. Thomas Jackson via
WordsOfWesley.com

3 Wesley was aware that employment was not always possible for everyone, and one of his acts of
charity was to pray for and provided care for those who were thrown into debtor’s prison.
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Christians to give away all we can to help make the world a better place by building up societies
and easing other’s poverty through charity. He planned to have less than ten pounds left at his
death, and | have read that the only money he had when he did die was a few coins found in his
dresser. He lived on £30 a year and gave away over £30,000 in his lifetime.
| cannot admit to being as careful with money as Mr. Wesley. | am sometimes embarrassed

to think of how much wool there is in my stash of yarn, and | consider membership in Netflix
rather than going out to the movies economizing. | could do much better at following Wesley’s
standards. But | do take Jesus’ warnings seriously. | will not brag about how much money | give
to charity, and when the church stewardship campaign begins, | will not expect you to give so
sacrificially that you give away what you need to live on. | do ask that we all remember that we
who are the church are called by Christ to give of ourselves to bring healing, comfort, equity,
reconciliation, and wholeness to our world through our love. To be the church means seeking to
free ourselves and others from sin, fear and oppression by seeking justice and walking humbly
with God.
| will end with this, written by Steve Garnaas-Holmes:

“ know, it's the widow's “mite.”

But consider.

Wealth was seen as divine approval.

(Is our world any different?)

A widow, destitute without a husband's income,

was a model of poverty and helplessness,

and therefore also (are we any different?) shame.

But, in the same spirit in which he said

“Blessed are the poor,” Jesus honors her,

praises her generosity and self-determination:

she has done something powerful.

The sharing Jesus taught was not mere kindness;
it also confronted the boundaries of “mine” and “yours,”
and therefore the hierarchy of rich and poor.

In his praise Jesus questions

why she is poor in the first place.

Why do we have rich and poor?

Because the rich like it that way;

otherwise they'd change it.

The rich are afraid to share, but not the poor.

And sharing is powerful: it disturbs the line
between mine and yours, between rich and poor.
It changes the world.

Empowered by her faith,

unswayed by social expectations,

she has made her choice.

This is the widow's might.

May it be your power as well.”
Amen.

4 Steve Garners Holmes. “The Widow’s Mite.” Source: Unfolding Light www.unfoldinglight.net
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Noviembre es tradicionalmente el mes de la mayordomia, cuando muchas iglesias piden a
los miembros y constituyentes que consideren planificar su promesa para el afio siguiente, de
modo que los comités de finanzas de la iglesia puedan comenzar a hacer un presupuesto para
planificar los ministerios para que tengan éxito. jQué momento del afio perfecto para escuchar
la leccion del Evangelio de hoy! Pero creo que cuando Jesus comento sobre la contribucidon de
la viuda al tesoro del Templo, no estaba hablando simplemente de apoyar a los sacerdotes y un
lugar de culto. Tampoco estaba hablando de la gran fe que inspirdé a una mujer pobre a dar con
sacrificio. Jesus compar6 claramente la diferencia entre su donacion y la de los “expertos
legales” que dan para ostentar su presencia para poder ser mas honrados en la sociedad.

En su libro Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith, Kathleen Norris sefala que la ira de Dios
esta dirigida contra cualquiera que valore la riqueza a expensas de las personas mas
vulnerables, como los huérfanos, las viudas, los inmigrantes y los pobres. Jesus se fij6 en
aquellos que a menudo eran ignorados en su sociedad mientras menospreciaba a cualquiera
que estuviera en el poder y actuara generosamente por el bien de las apariencias. Sus
comentarios fueron un lamento por un sistema roto que valoraba el estatus y las riquezas por
encima de las relaciones.

Alo largo de gran parte del Evangelio de Marcos, se presenta a Jesus como un poderoso
hacedor de milagros, pero aqui, en el capitulo doce, el enfoque se centra en su ensefianza. El
capitulo comienza con la parabola de Jesus de la vifia. Esta parabola enfureci6 a los fariseos
que querian arrestarlo porque hablaba en contra de ellos. Comenzaron a poner a prueba a
Jesus, para ver si podian hacerle tropezar. Jesus hablé de pagar impuestos al César, la
resurreccion y el mandamiento mas importante. Finalmente, les respondié que el Mesias era el
hijo de David. El versiculo antes de la pericopa que escuchamos esta mafana dice: “La gran
multitud lo escuchaba con deleite”. El Ministerio de Discipulado pregunta: “Uno se pregunta
cudl es la fuente de ese deleite. ;Se alegraban simplemente de ver que los que tenian el poder
recibian su merecido? ;0 habia algo mas alli? ;Su deleite surgia de la afirmacién de que su
sospecha de que les habian vendido una mentira sobre lo que hace una buena vida era
correcta después de todo? ;Estaba JesUs poniendo patas arriba todo lo que les habian
ensefado sobre como salir adelante en esta vida y eso reson6 profundamente en ellos?” Dios
no nos llama a prescindir de las necesidades, 0 a no proveer para nuestros hijos o nuestra
jubilacién. Pero Dios nos juzga por estilos de vida lujosos, especialmente si no ayudamos a los
necesitados. En su sermén “El uso del dinero”, John Wesley escribio: “Sabemos que el amor al
dinero es la raiz de todos los males; pero no el dinero en si. La culpa no esta en el dinero, sino
en quienes lo usan... [Todos deben] ganar todo lo que puedan... ahorrar todo lo que puedan...
y luego dar todo lo que puedan”. Por supuesto, los sermones del sefior Wesley duraban unas
dos horas, por lo que en esta cita se omitian muchos detalles y advertencias. Pero la intencion
de Wesley era ensefar a la gente que los cristianos de buen caracter debian tener un empleo
remunerado que no perjudicara a nadie mas, ganando lo maximo posible mediante el trabajo
duro. Este dinero debia ahorrarse, pero con eso no se referia a ponerlo en el banco. Se referia
a economizar, es decir, a no gastar mas en nosotros mismos de lo necesario para una vida
modesta sin desperdiciar recursos en lo que esta de moda o es frivolo. Y, por ultimo, ensefo6 a
los cristianos metédicos a dar todo lo que podamos para ayudar a hacer del mundo un lugar
mejor mediante la construccion de sociedades y el alivio de la pobreza de los demas mediante
la caridad. Planeaba tener menos de diez libras al morir, y he leido que el Gnico dinero que



tenia cuando muri6 eran unas pocas monedas que encontré en su tocador. Vivia con 30 libras
al afo y regalé mas de 30.000 libras en vida.

No puedo admitir que sea tan cuidadoso con el dinero como el Sr. Wesley. A veces me
averglienza pensar en cuanta lana hay en mi alijo de estambre, y considero que la membresia
en Netflix en lugar de ir al cine es economizar. Podria hacerlo mucho mejor siguiendo los
estandares de Wesley. Pero tomo en serio las advertencias de Jesus. No alardearé de cuanto
dinero doy a la caridad, y cuando comience la campafia de administracion de la iglesia, no
esperaré que den tan sacrificadamente que regalen lo que necesitan para vivir. Pido que todos
recordemos que nosotros, los que somos la iglesia, estamos llamados por Cristo a darnos a
nosotros mismos para traer sanacion, consuelo, equidad, reconciliaciéon y plenitud a nuestro
mundo a través de nuestro amor. Ser la iglesia significa buscar liberarnos a nosotros mismos y
a los demas del pecado, el miedo y la opresion buscando la justicia y caminando humildemente
con Dios.

Terminaré con esto, escrito por Steve Garnaas-Holmes:

"Lo sé, es la "moneda" de la viuda. Pero considere. La riqueza era vista como aprobacion
divina. (¢, Es nuestro mundo diferente?) Una viuda, indigente y sin los ingresos de su marido,
era un modelo de pobreza e impotencia, y por lo tanto también (¢, somos diferentes?) de
verglenza. Pero, en el mismo espiritu en el que dijo “Bienaventurados los pobres”, Jesus la
honra, alaba su generosidad y autodeterminacion: ella ha hecho algo poderoso. EI compartir
que Jesus ensefid no era mera bondad; también confrontaba los limites de “mio” y “tuyo”, y por
lo tanto la jerarquia de ricos y pobres. En su alabanza, Jesus pregunta por qué ella es pobre en
primer lugar. ¢ Por qué tenemos ricos y pobres? Porque a los ricos les gusta asi; de lo contrario,
lo cambiarian. Los ricos tienen miedo de compartir, pero no los pobres. Y compartir es
poderoso: altera la linea entre lo mio y lo tuyo, entre ricos y pobres. Cambia el mundo.
Fortalecida por su fe, sin dejarse influir por las expectativas sociales, ella ha hecho su eleccion.
Este es el poder de la viuda. Que sea también tu poder”.

Ameén.



